Religion and politics in America : the rise of Christian Evangelists and their impact by Zakaullah, Muhammad Arif

L :"~ r
INTERNA.TIOIJAL 1St: .l.i... l";",'EnSITY MALAYSIA
Religion and Politics
in America
The Rise of Christian Evangelists and their Impact
by
Muhammad Arif Zakaullah
International Islamic University Malaysia
AI-Zaytouna Centre
For Studies & Consultations
Beirut - Lebanon
Religion and Politics in America:
The Rise of Christian Evangelists and their Impact
by Muhammad Arif Zakaullah
The views expressed in this book. are those of the author alone. They
do not necessarily reflect views of AI·2aytouna Centre For Studies
and Consultations.
ISBN 978-9953--Q-0939-1
First Published In 2007 by
A1.7.aytooDa Centre For Studies & Consultations
10th Roor. Riviera Centre.
Corniche aI-Mazraa 'h.
Beirut. Lebanon
P.O. Box: 14-5034 Beirut, Lebanon
Tel: (961) 1 303644 I Fax: (961) 1 303643
Email: info@alzaytouna.nel I Websile: www.a1zaytouna.nel
INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY
Dislributed by L I 8 R A R Y.
Arab Scientific Pub ~,A9C. IO~9%:'~'::l.
PO Box 13 - 5574 S uran 1102 :.~'O~ m .
Beirut. Lebanon Date :oJ?: .9?1.9:t p.!:~ ..
Tel:(961)1785107/lS. ax:\: 'II
Email: asp@asp.com.1b I Website: www.asp.com.lb
C All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced.
stored in retrieval system. or transmitted in any form or by any means
without the prior written permission of the publisher. For funher
information regarding permission (s). please write to:
info@alzaylouna.net
Cover Design by
Harelh Adlouni
Designed & Printed by
Golden Vision s.a.r.J I Beirut, Lebanon I (961) 1 362 987
TableofConlenlS •
Table of Contents
Introduction: 7
Chapter 1:
The 2000 and 2004 U.S. Presidential Elections 17
Chapter 2:
Christianity in America:
A Brief Historical Background 23
1- Religious Strife 24
(i) Martin Luther 24
(ii) John Calvin 25
11- Frequent Disastrous Wars in the Continent
of Europe 28
IlI- Structural Change in Agriculture
and the Resultant Economic Hardship 29
IV- Mercantilist Philosophy and Colonization 29
V- A Tailored Religion and its Turmoil 29
VI- American Christianity and the 'Other' 31
(i) Some Major Religious Characteristics
of Early American Society 34
(ii) Progress, Prosperity and Problems 35
(iii) Reason Versus Tradition 35
(iv) A Split in American Protestantism 40
(v) The Political Economy of the Split
in American Protestantism 46
(vi) Contemporary Christian Fundamentalists'
Claim of America's Puritan Roots 49
Chapter 3:
The Post-Second World Wac Rise
of Christian Fundamentalism 53
I. Supreme Court Decisions Awaken the
Sleeping Giant 55
II. Regrouping, Recruiting and Readying the Troops 58
-5-
• Relij!ion and Politics in America
Chapter 4:
The Intellectual Challenge and Response 69
Chapter 5:
Networking with God, Caesar and the Faithful 79
I. The 1976 Presidential Election: The
Evangelical Voters and a 'Born Again' Candidate ... 81
II. The Marriage of Economic and Christian
Fundamentalisms 84
Chapter 6:
The Moral Majority in a Liberal Democracy:
God's Army to Subjugate Caesar 93
Reagan's 1980 Victory and the Fundamentalist
Agenda 100
Chapter 7:
The Path to Christian Terrorism: From Hope
and Expectations to Hopelessness 107
Hopelessness and the Rise of Christian Terrorism
in the Ideological War 109
Chapter 8:
The G.W. Bush Presidency 2()(X): A New Millennium,
A New Politics 113
Chapter 9:
Millennialism. the Kingdom of God and Israel 125
Chapter 10:
Muslim World's View of the U.S. Foreign Policy .......... 129
Chapter 11:
The Need for a New Intellectual Culture in The Muslim
Academia and beyond - A Wakeup Call 135
Epilogue 147
ludex 153
-6-
